Order of Worship
March 1st 2026 ~ The 2nd Sunday of Lent ~ 9am

Prelude
Lord of the Dance
Traditional Hymn

Be Still, My Soul
Traditional Hymn

Welcome, Announcements, and Peace

Call to Worship
Open our ears
to hear Your word.
Open our eyes
to see Your presence.
Open our arms
to the embrace of community.
Open our minds
to the beauty of truth.
Open our hearts
to the joy of new life.

Amen.
— Copyright Carol Penner www.leadinginworship.com

Hymn of Praise
Open The Eyes Of My Heart

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord To see You high and lifted up Holy, holy, holy

Open the eyes of my heart Shinin’ in the light of Your glory We cry holy, holy, holy

| want to see You Pour out Your power and love You are holy, holy, holy

| want to see You As we sing holy, holy, holy | want to see you

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord Open the eyes of my heart, Lord Holy, holy, holy

Open the eyes of my heart Open the eyes of my heart Holy, holy, holy

| want to see You | want to see You Holy, holy, holy

| want to see You | want to see You | want to see you

To see You high and lifted up Open the eyes of my heart, Lord Open the eyes of my heart, Lord
Shinin’ in the light of Your glory Open the eyes of my heart Open the eyes of my heart
Pour out Your power and love | want to see You | want to see You

As we sing holy, holy, holy | want to see You | want to see You
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Dismissal of Children for Sunday School

Opening Prayer
God of the open road,
God of the twisting path,
God of the narrow and upward way,
your people are gathered for worship!
Give us provision for the journey,
courage and faith and compassion,
and endurance to face any hardship.
Open our eyes to see you walking beside us,
protecting us, encouraging us, loving us.
We pray this in the name of Jesus,

who moves us, Amen.
— Carol Penner



Special Music
Peace Like A River
Traditional Hymn

Scripture Reading

Genesis 12:1-4a

The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that | will
show you. | will make of you a great nation, and | will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will
be a blessing. | will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you | will curse; and in you all the
families of the earth shall be blessed.”

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him.

John 3:1-17

There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to him,
“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do
apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can see the kingdom of
God without being born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown
old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, | tell
you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is
flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that | said to you, “You must be born from
above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes
from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these
things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?
“Very truly, | tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our
testimony. If | have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if | tell you about
heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of
Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that
whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but may have eternal life.

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be
saved through him.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon
Go Into the Wilderness
The Rev. Will Fisher

Pastoral Prayer

Prayers of the People

Prayer of Confession
We live fractured lives, and God seeks not to punish us for those faults and fault lines, but to reconcile and
restore us. Trusting in God’s grace and mercy, let us then make our confession together, first in silent
prayer.



Words of Forgiveness
Loving God, help us.

When we have run away, when we have turned our backs on love,

when we have sought immediate satisfaction and not long-term healing,

help us.

Merciful God, forgive us.

When we have been selfish, when we have been mean,
when we have neglected the cries of others,

forgive us.

Powerful God, heal us.

When we are so broken we cannot move,

when we don’t know how to fix what is fractured in the world,
when we are too ashamed to seek community,

heal us.

Give us the courage, the strength, and the hope

to accept your grace and embrace your call in Christ.
Amen.

Offertory
Alleluia
Traditional Hymn

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise Him all creatures here below
Praise Him above ye heav’nly host
Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost
Amen

Communion
Raise Up Your Glass
Damian Smith

Lord’s Prayer

— Adapted from Beth Merrill

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who frespass
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom, the power and the

glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Closing Hymn
Speak O Lord

Verse 1 Verse 2

Speak O Lord as we come to You Teach us Lord full obedience
To receive the food of Your holy word Holy reverence true humility
Take Your truth plant it deep in us
Shape and fashion us in Your likeness|In the radiance of Your purity
That the light of Christ might be seen Cause our faith to rise

today Cause our eyes to see
In our acts of love and our deeds of  Your majestic love and authority
faith Words of power that can never fail

Speak O Lord and fulfill in us
All Your purposes for Your glory

Let their truth prevail over unbelief

Test our thoughts and our attitudes

Verse 3

Speak O Lord and renew our minds
Help us grasp the heights of Your
plans for us

Truths unchanged from the dawn of
time

That will echo down through eternity
And by grace we'll stand on Your
promises

And by faith we’ll walk as You walk
with us

Speak O Lord till Your church is built
And the earth is filled with Your glory
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Closing Prayer
Gracious and loving God, we thank you for this time of worship, for your presence with us and within us. As we

venture out from the Chapel this morning, we ask that you lead and guide us. Help us to be your presence in the
lives of all we encounter. We also pray that as you help us to love you and others, that you will help us love
ourselves as you do. With grateful hearts, in your strong name Lord Jesus, we pray, Amen.

Blessing

Postlude
Hallelujah

Leonard Cohen
© 1984 Stranger Music, Inc. / Sony ATV Music Publishing

Our love in action now begins
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