Order of Worship

February 22nd 2026 ~ The 1st Sunday of Lent ~ 9am

Prelude
Prelude in B minor
Bach/Siloti

Prelude in D major from The Well-Tempered Clavier

Bach

Welcome, Announcements, and Peace

Call to Worship

Today, we follow Jesus into a wilderness full of isolation, fatigue, hunger, thirst, and temptation.
We follow, trusting in God’s mercy.
We witness Jesus resist the siren calls of sensationalism, notoriety, and misuse of power for selfish gain.
We recognize God’s mercy at work in the face of temptation.
We notice the angels who tend Jesus, messengers of care in a harsh and lonely place.

We pay attention to God’s merciful presence that did not abandon Jesus and does not abandon us

now.

We come to the wilderness together, clinging to the truth that we are not alone—God is with us.
We gather to worship God, whose unfailing mercy journeys with us into the wildernesses of our
lives. Thanks be to God! Amen.

Hymn of Praise
Be Not Afraid
WS #20

Verse 1

You shall cross the barren desert
But you shall not die of thirst

You shall wander far in safety
Though you do not know the way
You shall speak your words in
foreign lands

And all will understand

You shall see the face of God and
live

Chorus

Be not afraid

| go before you always

Come, follow me and | will give you
rest

Verse 2

If you pass through raging waters
In the sea you shall not drown

If you walk amid the burning flames
You shall not be harmed

If you stand before the power of hell
And death is at your side

Know that | am with you through it
all

Chorus

Be not afraid

| go before you always

Come, follow me and | will give you
rest

Dismissal of Children for Sunday School

Opening Prayer

— written by Dr. Lisa Hancock

Verse 3

And blessed are your poor

For the kingdom shall be theirs
Blest are you that weep and mourn
For one day you shall laugh

And if wicked tounges insult and
hate you

All because of me

Blessed, blessed are you

Chorus

Be not afraid

| go before you always

Come, follow me and | will give you

rest
Source: Musixmatch
Songwriters: Robert J Dufford

Be Not Afraid lyrics © Epoch Universal Publications Inc

Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted by Satan: Come quickly to help us
who are assaulted by many temptations; and, as you know the weaknesses of each of us, let each one find
you mighty to save; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Amen.



-BCP
Special Music

Prelude in Eb major from The Well-Tempered Clavier, Book |

Bach

Scripture Reading
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. And the Lord God
commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.”
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to the
woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We
may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, “You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in
the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will
not die; for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing
good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes,
and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to
her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they
were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.

Matthew 4:1-11

Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted forty days and forty
nights, and afterwards he was famished. The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God,
command these stones to become loaves of bread.” But he answered, “It is written,

‘One does not live by bread alone,

but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.”

Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you
are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written,

‘He will command his angels concerning you,’

and ‘On their hands they will bear you up,

so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.”

Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their
splendor; and he said to him, “All these | will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” Jesus said to him,
“Away with you, Satan! for it is written,

‘Worship the Lord your God,

and serve only him.”

Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon
Identity Theft
The Rev. Billy Tweedie

Pastoral Prayer
Prayers of the People

Prayer of Confession
Merciful God,
save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
Forgive us our sins and fill us with the joy and peace of your salvation.
So strengthen us with your Spirit during this Lenten season
that we put our whole trust in you as confidently as Jesus did.
This we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen



Words of Forgiveness
As the apostle Paul wrote:
“...if you confess with your lips that Jesus Christ is Lord
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,
you will be saved.” (Romans 10:9)
These words contain the good news
that in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God!

— written by Moira Laidlaw

Offertory
“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. The sacrifice of God is a troubled
spirit: a broken and contrite heart, O God, shalt thou not despise”. Amen.

Offertory Accompaniment
Waltz in B minor, Op. 69 #2
Chopin

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise Him all creatures here below
Praise Him above ye heav’nly host
Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost
Amen

Communion
Excerpt from Sonata #2, Op. 35
Chopin

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom, the power and the
glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Closing Hymn

Lead Me To Calvary

Verse 1 Lest | forget Thy love for me

King of my life | crown Thee now Lead me to Calvary

Thine shall the glory be

Lest | forget Thy thorn crowned brow Verse 3

Lead me to Calvary Let me like Mary through the gloom
Come with a gift to Thee

Chorus Show to me now the empty tomb

Lest | forget Gethsemane Lead me to Calvary

Lest | forget Thine agony

Lest | forget Thy love for me Chorus

Lead me to Calvary Lest | forget Gethsemane
Lest | forget Thine agony

Verse 2 Lest | forget Thy love for me

Show me the tomb where Thou wast laid Lead me to Calvary

Tenderly mourned and wept

Angels in robes of light arrayed Verse 4

Guarded Thee whilst Thou slept May | be willing Lord to bear
Daily my cross for Thee

Chorus Even Thy cup of grief to share

Lest | forget Gethsemane Thou hast borne all for me

Lest | forget Thine agony



CCLI Song # 7060987, Jennie Evelyn Hussey | Marty Parks, © Words: Public Domain
Music: 2016 The Lorenz Corporation (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 3154366

Closing Prayer
God we ask for your comfort and blessing as we have prepared our hearts for your mercy through worship.

Help us to continually trust even in the desert places of our lives, we know that your love and mercy
surrounds us and sustains for our journey in you and in each other... Amen.

Blessing

Postlude
4-Part Fugue D major from The Well-Tempered Clavier, Book |

Bach

Our love in action now begins

This Sunday’s Special Music is brought to you by Thank you to all of this Sunday’s volunteers
Richard deCampo.

Altar : Sue de Campo
Fellowship hosts : Violet & Ellie Striegler
Coordinators : Marion Garrett & Karla Santos
Greeter : Bill Fabrocini / Strieglers
Scripture Reader and POP : Elli Striegler
Offering : Two Strieglers
Communion : Three Strieglers
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