Order of Worship
March 15th 2026 ~ The 4th Sunday of Lent ~ 9am

Prelude
Blue Sky
Richard Betts

Welcome, Announcements, and Peace

Call to Worship
We rejoice in the One who leads us beside still waters,
and gives us refreshment of soul.
Christ our Shepherd shows us the way we should go,
so that the name of God will be glorified.
Though all manner of evil befall us, we will not be afraid,
for the Great Shepherd of our souls is with us.
We are never away from the love and mercy of the Lord,
and we shall be with him for ever and ever. Amen!

Hymn of Praise
Be Thou My Vision (Slane)
RH # 562

Verse 1

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art
Thou my best thought, by day or by night
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light

Verse 2

Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true word
| ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord
Thou my great Father, and | Thy true son
Thou in me dwelling and | with Thee one
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Verse 3

Riches | heed not, nor vain, empty praise
Thou mine inheritance, now and always
Thou and Thou only first in my heart

High King of heaven, my treasure Thou art

Verse 4

High King of heaven, my victory won May |
reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s sun
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall

Still be my vision, O ruler of all
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Dismissal of Children for Sunday School

Opening Prayer
Loving Shepherd,
you know our names;
you care for us.
When we face darkness and death,
journey alongside us.
When we hunger for your love,
fill us with your presence.
When we are fearful,
feed us at your table.
May we dwell in the house of goodness and mercy
all the days of our lives. Amen.

Special Music
Taste And See
Bob Hurd

CCLI License # 3154366

~ written by Mary Petrina Boyd

© 1994 Gone Gator Music (ASCAP)



Scripture Reading

1 Samuel 16:1-13

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? | have rejected him from being king over Israel.
Fill your horn with oil and set out; | will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for | have provided for myself a
king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can | go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said,
“Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘| have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and | will
show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom | name to you.” Samuel did what the
Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do
you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; | have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and
come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.” But the
Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because | have rejected
him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on
the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord
chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.”
Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any
of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but
he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he
comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome.
The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him
in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward.
Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.

John 9: 24-41

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We
know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing | do know, that
though | was blind, now | see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He
answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you
also want to become his disciples?” Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples
of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes
from.” The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he
opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him
and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person
born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born entirely
in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of
Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that | may believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You have
seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, | believe.” And he worshiped him. Jesus said,
“I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may
become blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?”
Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin
remains.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon
In-Sight
The Rev. Charis Caldwell

Pastoral Prayer

Prayers of the People



Prayer of Confession
We live fractured lives, and God seeks not to punish us for those faults and fault lines, but to reconcile and
restore us. Trusting in God’s grace and mercy, let us then make our confession together, first in silent
prayer.

Words of Forgiveness
Loving God, help us.
When we have run away, when we have turned our backs on love,
when we have sought immediate satisfaction and not long-term healing,
help us.
Merciful God, forgive us.
When we have been selfish, when we have been mean,
when we have neglected the cries of others,
forgive us.
Powerful God, heal us.
When we are so broken we cannot move,
when we don’t know how to fix what is fractured in the world,
when we are too ashamed to seek community,
heal us.
Give us the courage, the strength, and the hope
to accept your grace and embrace your call in Christ.

Amen.
— Adapted from Beth Merrill
Offertory
| Saw The Light
Hank Williams
©1948 Sony ATV Songs, LLC & Hiriam Music USA
Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise Him all creatures here below
Praise Him above ye heav’nly host
Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost

Amen

Communion
Raise Up Your Glass
Damian Smith

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who frespass
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom, the power and the
glory for ever and ever. Amen.



Closing Hymn

Open My Eyes
1. Open my eyes, Lord. and our eyes are opened, Bridge: And the first shall be last,
Help me to see your face. and we’ll hear like never before. and our eyes are opened,
Open my eyes, Lord. And we’ll speak in new ways, and we’ll hear like never before.
Help me to see. and we’ll see God'’s face And we’ll speak in new ways,
in places we’ve never known. and we’ll see God'’s face
2. Open my ears, Lord. in places we’ve never known.
Help me to hear your voice. 3. Open my heart, Lord.
Open my ears, Lord. Help me to love like you. 4. | live within you.
Help me to hear. Open my heart, Lord. Deep in your heart, O Love.
Help me to love. I live within you.
Bridge: And the first shall be last, Rest now in me.

Text: Based on Mark 8:22-25; Jesse Manibusan, b.1958
Tune: Jesse Manibusan, b.1958; acc. by Ed Bolduc, b.1969, choral arr. by Ken Canedo, b.1953
© 1988, 1998, 1999, Jesse Manibusan. Published by Spirit & Song, a division of OCP.

Closing Prayer
All-loving God, you see into the heart of each of your children and you know us as we truly are. Remove our
blindness to the value and gifts of others. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing

Postlude
Questions 67 & 68

Robert Lamm
©1969 Lamminations Music and Aurelius Music

Our love in action now begins
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