Order of Worship
August 16th 2026 ~ 12th Sunday after the Pentecost ~ 9am

Prelude
Sonata in C for Violin and Cello
Mozart

Welcome, Announcements, and Peace

Call to Worship
Family of God, we gather to lift our voices in praise and thanksgiving to God.
How good and pleasant it is when we live together in unity!
We gather as one Body in Christ, united in worship, fellowship, and service.
How good and pleasant it is when we live together in unity!
We gather to give thanks for the ways God works through us to share Christ’s love with our neighbors
and our world.
How good and pleasant it is when we live together in unity!
Come, let us worship the God who calls us together in faith, hope, and love.
How good and pleasant it is when we live together in unity! Thanks be to God. Amen.

Hymn of Praise
Open The Eyes Of My Heart
WS #187

Open the eyes of my heart, To see You high and lifted up
Lord Shinin’ in the light of Your glory
Open the eyes of my heart Pour out Your power and love

Holy, holy, holy

We cry holy, holy, holy
You are holy, holy, holy
| want to see You

| want to see You

Open the eyes of my heart,
Lord

Open the eyes of my heart
| want to see You

| want to see You

To see You high and lifted up
Shinin’ in the light of Your glory
Pour out Your power and love

As we sing holy, holy, holy

As we sing holy, holy, holy

Open the eyes of my heart,
Lord

Open the eyes of my heart
| want to see You

| want to see You

Open the eyes of my heart,
Lord

Open the eyes of my heart
| want to see You

| want to see You

| want to see you

Holy, holy, holy
Holy, holy, holy
Holy, holy, holy
| want to see you

Open the eyes of my heart,
Lord

Open the eyes of my heart
| want to see You

| want to see You
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Invitation for children to join Sunday School

Opening Prayer

Holy One of Israel, covenant-keeper,

you restore what is lost, heal what is wounded,
and gather in those who have been rejected.
Give us the faith to speak as steadfastly as did the Canaanite woman, that the outcast may be
welcomed and all people may be blessed. Amen.

— from Vanderbilt University



Special Music
Air from Suite in D
Bach

Scripture Reading

Matthew 15: (10-20), 21-28

[Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: it is not what goes into the
mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” Then the disciples
approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you
said?” He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. Let them
alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.”
But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” Then he said, “Are you also still without
understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out
into the sewer? But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. For
out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. These
are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”]

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman from
that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is
tormented by a demon.” But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying,
“Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He answered, “It is not fair
to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the
crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it
be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon
The Stranger at the Door
The Rev. Billy Tweedie

Pastoral Prayer

Prayers of the People

Offertory
Panis Angelicus
Franck

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise Him all creatures here below
Praise Him above ye heav’nly host
Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost
Amen

Communion
Sicilienne
Faure



Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom, the
power and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Closing Hymn
There’s A Wideness In God’s Mercy (Wellesley)
RH #355
Verse 1 Verse 3
There’s a wideness in God’s mercy For the love of God is broader
Like the wideness of the sea Than the measure of our mind
There’s a kindness in His justice And the heart of the Eternal
Which is more than liberty Is most wonderfully kind
Verse 2 Verse 4
There is welcome for the sinner If our love were but more simple
And more graces for the good We should take Him at His word
There is mercy with the Saviour And our lives would be all sunshine
There is healing in His blood In the sweetness of our Lord
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Closing Prayer
Family of God, how good and pleasant it is when we live, when we praise, when we weep, and when we
find peace in unity together. May God bless you with the wisdom and grace to recognize and cooperate
with the Spirit who binds us together in love, that we may grow in unity of praise now and forever.

Amen.
— written by Dr. Lisa Hancock

Blessing
Postlude

Salut d’Amour

Elgar

Our love in action now begins
This Sunday’s Special Music is brought to you by Thank you to all of our Volunteers for serving this
Meng-Ping Tsai, violin & Lucas Chen, cello. Sunday!
Meng-Ping & Lucas are students at The Aspen Music
Festival & School. Altar : Sue de Campo & Jeannette Cohen
Hymns by Damian Smith. Coordinators : Marion Garrett & Karla Santos

Greeters : Karla Santos
Scripture & POP : Jacqui Horton
Offering : Karla Santos & Bill Fabrocini
Communion : Karla Santos, Bill Fabrocini & Marion
Garrett
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