Order of Worship
September 6th 2026 ~ 15th Sunday after the Pentecost ~ 9am

Prelude
Twelve Short Preludes, No. 3, No. 1, & No. 2
J.S. Bach

Welcome, Announcements, and Peace

Call to Worship
Family of God, we live in a world full of conflict and division.
God calls us to be a people of reconciliation.
We live in a world full of misinformation and confusion.
God calls us to be a people of truth and clarity.
We live in a world that sometimes resorts to disputes with harmful words and actions.
God calls us to be a people who make peace through compassion and honesty.
We live in a world that does not understand the ways of Jesus.
Yet Jesus teaches us to be a people of reconciliation and peace for the good of the whole world.
Thanks be to God! Amen.

— by Lisa Hancock

Hymn of Praise
Where Charity And Love Prevail

Verse 1

Where charity and love
There God is ever found
Brought here together by
Christ’s love

By love are we thus bound

Verse 2

With grateful joy and holy fear
True charity we learn

Let us with heart and mind and
strength

Now love Christ in return

Opening Prayer
Lord of the church,
you call a broken people
around your table:
in times of disagreement,
teach us to listen,
loose us from prejudice
and bind us to your way
of forgiving grace;

through Jesus Christ, who stands at the heart of our gathering.

Amen.

Special Music
Circle
Harry Chapin

Verse 3

Forgive we now each other’s
faults

Our faults confess

That we may love each other
well

In Christian holiness

Verse 4

Let strife among us be
unknown

Let all contention cease
Be Christ the glory that we
seek

Be ours His holy peace

Verse 5

Let us recall that in our midst
Dwells God’s begotten Son
As members of each body
joined

We are in Him made one

Verse 6

Love can exclude no race nor
creed

If honored by God’s name
Our common life embraces all
Who’s Maker is the same

© Alexander Reingale

— written by Stephen Shakespear



Scripture Reading

Romans 13:8-14

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.
The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall
not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.”
Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let
us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day,
not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy.
Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Matthew 18:15-20

Jesus said, “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of
you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you are not listened to,
take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or
three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses
to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly | tell you,
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven. Again, truly | tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you
by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, | am there among them.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon

Loving Accountability
The Rev. Charis Caldwell

Pastoral Prayer
Prayers of the People

Offertory
Andante in C Major
Mozart

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise Him all creatures here below
Praise Him above ye heav’nly host
Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost
Amen

Communion
Raise Up Your Glass

Lord’s Prayer

© 2004 Damian Smith

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom, the

power and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.



Closing Hymn

They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love

Verse 1

We are one in the Spirit
We are one in the Lord
We are one in the Spirit
We are one in the Lord
And we pray that all unity
May one day be restored

Chorus

And they’ll know we are
Christians

By our love by our love
Yes they’ll know we are
Christians

By our love

Verse 2

We will walk with each other
We will walk hand in hand
We will walk with each other
We will walk hand in hand
And together we’ll spread the

Closing Prayer

news
That God is in our land

Chorus

And they’ll know we are
Christians

By our love by our love
Yes they’ll know we are
Christians

By our love

Verse 3

We will work with each other
We will work side by side
We will work with each other
We will work side by side
And we’ll guard each man’s
dignity

And save each man’s pride

Chorus
And they’ll know we are

Christians

By our love by our love
Yes they’ll know we are
Christians

By our love

Verse 4

All praise to the Father

From whom all things come
And all praise to Christ Jesus
His only Son

And all praise to the Spirit
Who makes us one

Chorus

And they’ll know we are
Christians

By our love by our love
Yes they’ll know we are
Christians

By our love
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Before us it is blessed, behind us it is blessed
below us it is blessed, above us it is blessed,
around us it is blessed as we set out with Christ.
Our speech is blessed as we set out for God.
With beauty before us, with beauty behind us,
with beauty below us, with beauty above us,

with beauty around us, we set out for a holy place indeed. Amen.

Blessing

Postlude

Six Short Preludes, No. 1

Bach

Our love in action now begins
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— Traditional Navajo

This Sunday’s Special Music is brought

to you

by Damian Smith & Henry Whitaker.

Altar : Altar : Meredith Hall

Thank you to all of our Volunteers for serving this Sunday!

Coordinators : Marion Garrett & Karla Santos

Greeters : Bill Fabrocini

Scripture & POP :Maggie Gerardi
Offering : Jeanne and Randy Woods
Communion : Jeanne & Randy Woods, Marion Garrett
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